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Definitions

• ‘A visual display of the most important information needed to achieve one or more 

objectives; consolidated and arranged on a single screen so the information can be 

monitored at a glance’ (Few, 2006, p. 34)

• Platforms which “use visual analytics –dynamic and interactive graphics, [..] maps, 3D 

models and augmented landscapes – to display information about the performance, 

structure, pattern and trends of cities [or subject at hand]” (Kitchin and McArdle, 

2016, p.2)

• Visualisations include gauges, traffic light colours, meters, arrows, bar charts, graphs 

but also interactive maps

• Explosion of dashboards in the past two decades



Multiplicity of types and purposes

Reference: Sarikaya et al 2019



Dublin Dashboard

• Information about Dublin clustered 
around key themes: ‘Transport’, 
“Environment’, ‘Housing’, ‘Economy’, 
‘Education’ and ’Demographics’

• Near real-time data on public transport 
usage, bike rentals count, road traffic 
counter, noise level, air quality

• Statistical data including annual 
property price index, monthly rent 
prices, quarterly house completions, 
employment rates/per sector, etc.

• Functionalities: ‘stories’, ‘queries’, ‘tools’

https://www.dublindashboard.ie/

https://www.dublindashboard.ie/


Dublin Dashboard

Reference: McArdle, Gavin and Kitchin, (2016)



Bristol’s Air Quality Dashboard

https://opendata.bristol.gov.uk/pages/air-quality-dashboard-new/#air-quality-now

https://opendata.bristol.gov.uk/pages/air-quality-dashboard-new/#air-quality-now


The Scottish Tech Army’s Covid-19 Dashboard

https://www.scottishtecharmy.org/blog/covid-19-dashboard-for-
scotland

https://www.scottishtecharmy.org/blog/covid-19-dashboard-for-scotland


Edmonton's Citizen Dashboard

https://dashboard.edmonton.ca/

https://dashboard.edmonton.ca/


Uber Movement City Dashboards

https://movement.uber.com/?lang=en-GB

https://movement.uber.com/?lang=en-GB


Food for Thought

• Identification of targeted audience(s) and needs 

• Definition scope/purpose of the dashboard

• Sourcing data (sustainability, data consistency and quality, licensing)

• Visualising data (‘politics of representations’, contextualisation of data)

• Useability /accessibility (digital literacy/skills, accessibility requirements)

• Technical infrastructure (platform used, hosting, storage data, security)
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